[bookmark: _GoBack]#11-1: First, we must define intelligence. Is it a learned behavior or genetic? Is it based on past experiences? Or, is it the smarts that a person is born with? Is it how much knowledge a person knows? The dictionary defines intelligence as, “the ability to acquire and apply knowledge and skills” If so, then intelligence would depend on how motivated a person is to acquire that knowledge, not necessarily the cognitive ability that they are born with.
The textbook notes that according to some, IQ tests are questionable in that they only test general intelligence when in fact there may be multiple intelligences. For example, Gardner (1999) described nine different intelligences, which are linguistic, logical, musical, spatial, bodily, interpersonal, intrapersonal, naturalistic, and spiritual. Gardner believed that each person excels at different intelligences.  For example, someone might be gifted musically but he might not have self-awareness (intrapersonal).
I think IQ tests have a correlation between how smart a person is and how probable they are to succeed in school or at work. However, since there are many factors of intelligence and IQ tests measure only one factor, it seems that IQ tests are indeed biased. It is the same thing with achievement tests. They only measure things that a child has learned either from experience or from school, it does not take into capacity creative reasoning. The human mind can acquire more knowledge than just what it can be tested on. For example, if a child has extensive schooling and has a strong knowledge base, and he knows all the continents and countries, he might score better. However, it doesn’t consider for how much knowledge he or she can acquire in the future (aptitude). Either way, I do think IQ tests or achievement tests can give a person a relative idea if he or she is intellectual enough to be put into a certain category. For instance, if there are 3 classes in school and you want to put the kid in the higher and smarter class, you can use the IQ test to see his or her score and subsequently put the child in right group. This is because the IQ test scores is relative to other people in the group. However, like I said, the tests can not accurately measure every aspect of the complexities of the brain to determine its capacity to learn knowledge and apply and acquire skills based on that.
Reply 
I think intelligence is based on our past experiences as well as well as the cognitive ability that we were born with. An intelligent person usually motivated to think logically and use their knowledge wisely. An intelligent person is smart upstairs and this does not mean that one has to study up to the highest levels of learning in order to be intelligent. It can be as a result of life challenges, experiences and nature as well.

#11-2: Personally, I am in favor of Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences. I believe in his theory for many reasons. I also believe that standardized achievement testing is often times unfair, my reasoning being Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences. Standardized achievement tests usually are on writing, reading, and mathematics. 
Gardner originally described seven intelligences: linguistic, logical-mathematical, musical, spatial, bodily-kinesthetic (movement), interpersonal (social understanding), and intrapersonal (self-understanding); and then added naturalistic and spiritual (p.359). I believe tests such as the SAT should not represent an individual's overall intelligence because it only tests linguistic and mathematic skills. Take a musician for example; a talented musician can create sounds and rhythms never heard before, which is impressive and difficult, but maybe is not gifted in mathematics. There are many more examples like this, which is why I don't believe in SAT scores having so much influence in representing an individual's overall intelligence. 
Reply 

I belief in theory when it comes to measuring intelligence. Theories define intelligences well as well as the different types of intelligences and how they can be acquired. I also don’t believe in SAT scores which seem to have much influence towards intelligence of an individual. Theories on the other hand are detailed and give a number of options how intelligence can be viewed.
#12-1: Bullying is defined by the textbook, as any repeated behavior that are attacks to those who are unable or unlikely to defend themselves. Unfortunately, this can happen at any age and is a very sad problem in our schools. I know someone who in 8th grade almost committed suicide because he was bullied too much by most of the class. There is also cyber-bullying, which is applicable in today's digital age. According to Berger, (2015) the causes of bullying can range from a genetic predisposition to a brain abnormality to a toddler being aggressive as a youngster and not being disciplined enough. The more vulnerable a child is or if a child does not have the proper emotional regulation at home, can lead to him or her bullying later in life. The ramifications of bullying to the victims can range from lower self esteem to depression to victims becoming cruel and angry themselves. The question is what can be done to stop bullying?
In NJ, and in government, there are laws that schools must communicate to staff and students, policies related to bullying, including the consequences for engaging in such activity. In addition, there are provisions for school districts to provide training for all school staff to prevent and respond to bullying and for schools to encourage and implement bullying prevention programs. There is also a law that schools must take data and report annually to the state the number of reported bullying incidents and any responsive actions taken. This encourages the schools to comply with the states laws to limit bullying in their schools.
 I think to stop bullying, parents need to properly teach their children not to hurt other people. They must explain the ramifications to the child. It should not be tolerated and if a child bullies, he or she should be not allowed in school. Of course, this is easier said than done. I also think there should be bus monitors on buses because often bullying happens on the bus, when there is no teacher or parent around.
Reply 
Unfortunately, bullying has been in schools and many students suffer in silence. This becomes a sad situation in the school and could affect the student performance as well as the general school performance. Bullying also affects the psychology of the student and becomes a form of torture to him/her. It is important for schools as well as government to implement programs to educate students and sensitize them on bullying and its consequences. 

#12-2:  The reason as to why I moved to Jackson was because I was being bullied in my old town. At the time I was about ten, and technology was just taking over. There wasn't as many laws set into place as there are now to help children like me.  when the issue first started, I remember going to the principle with my mom to try and stop it. The only thing the principle did for me was call the girls down that were bulling me and talk to them, which put an even bigger target on my back. 
      Today, New Jersey lawmakers have taken steps to end and prevent bullying. Many schools carry a 'Zero Tolerance Policy', Meaning there will be immediate discipline for bullies of any kind. Bullying can be intimidation, harassment, mental, physical, emotional or even online. Laws now cover cyber-bullying, any form of threat, knowingly sent or posted lewd contact of another person, all acts of violence, vandalism and harassment. Schools are required to report any of these acts and children on the other end can suffer consequences of detention, suspension, or explosion. In some cases, fines, lawsuits or jail time can be given.
    I do not think there is any real cause to bullying or reason as to why certain people choice to bullying another. Sometimes jealously is the case. The bully is envious of what their victim has, therefore they want to make them feel bad about themselves. Sometimes bullies can have low self esteem, family issues, or come from abusive/broken homes. They want to feel better about themselves and their situation, so taking it out on others helps take the load off. 
    There are many ways to stop and deal with a bully. When I was younger, my mo always told me to not respond. Bullies look for a reaction and after a while of not getting one, they will stop. Getting a trusted adult to help tease out the underlining problem may benefit the bully. Many children think bullies are strong, but they are actually weaker and lack social skill, so getting them help will benefit you down the road. If someone is harassing, mocking, or posting unnecessary things about another on social media, the person can report them to the site. Apps such as Instagram, Facebook, and Snapchat have an option for bullying. The website will look into the issue then either delete the profile or suspend it. Lastly, if the situation is extreme such as a violent threat, sexual abuse, or serious injury, one can call the police. Law enforcement will step in to ensure your safety. 
Reply 
I am so sorry for what happened to you. Personally, I have never experienced it in my school life. However, I don’t like it when someone is suffering in silence. It is better to raise an alarm so that the right action can be taken e.g. moving out of the school. Bullies in school should be disciplined and it should not be tolerated at all. Any other act of violence in school should not be tolerated.

#13-1: It is so important for children to have a healthy dose of self-esteem. Kids who feel good about themselves are more likely to have higher confidence which allows them to take on new things. They can take on challenges better and help them cope with mistakes better. On the other hand, children with low self esteem have a hard time dealing with problems and can feel unsure of themselves. If they make a mistake, they are more likely to give up instead of trying again. They also might not live up to their potential as they will hold back on taking on extra. Lastly, they may become vulnerable and bullied.
As a parent, one can do a lot to encourage self-esteem and build self-confidence. You can give your child opportunities to make him or her feel proud. This can mean doing something as small as giving them choices where they pick the outcome (i.e. let her pick out a dress for school) to signing him up for a skilled lesson where he can excel (music or sports etc.). For our son, we signed him up for baseball and karate lessons, and hopefully we will sign him up for swimming lessons which he feels good at doing. This will help him learn a new skill and brings out his potential. Also, we can make sure to praise our kids when they do something good and let them feel proud of themselves which empowers them further. Lastly, you can encourage them to have friends over which build self esteem because they feel good at sharing and playing with their peers.  
Reply
Children need to be healthy which is the first step for them to be confident. When an individual is weak, it is difficult for them to be confident. Many children who have low self-esteem have hard time when studying and they experience a lot of pressure in themselves. They can’t interact freely with others and always feel neglected. Parents should be observant and careful not to let their children suffer in silence.

#13-2: I believe that parents can have a huge impact on a child's self esteem, and during the Industry vs Inferiority stage it is easy to experience low self esteem. During this stage children attempt to master many skills, developing a sense of themselves as either industrious or inferior, competent or incompetent (p.410). Sometimes, no matter how hard you try, it seems like some things you just cannot master. Honestly, I feel like when I was in this stage I had self esteem issues because I was not an athletic child; and sports are a huge part of childhood. I tried every sport and there was truly not one that I was good at. However, as an adult I run and lift weights almost everyday and feel confident doing so. 
I read a few articles online about how parents can help their child's self esteem and many of them said similar things. One thing I found interesting is that these articles said to not overpraise your children. I agree with this because I remember being a child and knowing I was bad at sports, so when my father told me I did well and praised me I knew he was just being nice. Some other ways to help a child's self esteem is to give them some choices, like what they want to wear or what they want to eat. These are simple things that help them feel comfortable making their own decisions. Teaching your child how to do a skill or chore and allowing them to do it own their own afterwards is also helpful for self esteem. 
Reply 
It is true that parents have a huge impact on the child’s self esteem. Children need a sober mind in order to grasp some of the best skills that they learn in class. When the child is suffering from low self-esteem, it is most likely that he/she will not be in a position to learn or actively participate in co-curriculum activities such as sports, athletics, and community development projects. The child needs to feel comfortable and make their own time for studies without any inconveniences due to violence. 

